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Update on regulatory services issues 

 

Purpose of report  

 

For information.  

 

Summary 

 

This report provides an update on LGA policy work and developments affecting regulatory 

services that will be of interest to the Stronger and Safer Communities Board.   

 

 

 

Recommendation 

 

That the Board notes the activities outlined.  

 

Action 

 

Officers to progress as appropriate. 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact officer:   Gwyneth Rogers 

Position: Senior Adviser (Regulation), LGA  

Phone no: 020 7665 3861 

E-mail: gwyneth.rogers@local.gov.uk 
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Update on regulatory services issues 

Investigations into horsemeat 
 
1. Councils continue to work alongside the Food Standards Agency (FSA) to investigate to 

what extent horsemeat is in our food chain. Trading Standards and Environmental 
Health enforcement officers across the country are working to advise local food 
businesses and carry out inspections in higher risk businesses. 28 local authorities have 
been working closely with the FSA to take samples from food suppliers and retailers to 
undergo rigorous testing. This support has been invaluable to the FSA and is due to be 
expanded to involve more councils and a wider range of products. 
 

2. Councils are also keen to ensure that food made available through their services, 
including at schools, is of the highest quality. Councils have been seeking assurances 
from school food suppliers about the checks that they have in place to confirm the 
source and content of their products. If councils have any concerns then these are 
discussed with local trading standard and environmental health officers. A small number 
of councils have withdrawn products from schools where they feel the evidence to prove 
their origin is unsatisfactory. 

 
3. Councillor Sir Merrick Cockell, LGA Chairman, appeared on the BBC and Councillor 

Mehboob Khan, Chair of the LGA Stronger and Safer Communities Board, appeared on 
Channel 4 representing local government interests and issuing a strong defence against 
‘confused’ accusations that local authorities are to blame for the scandal by driving down 
food quality with cheap contracts. Councillor Khan is now due to appear by the EFRA 
Select Committee on this issue at the beginning of March, where there will be a 
particular focus on the impact of resource cuts on food services. 

 
4. The LGA have produced a regularly updated brief for members on this matter, which is 

available at http://www.local.gov.uk/web/guest/community-safety/-
/journal_content/56/10171/3875909/ARTICLE-TEMPLATE 

 
Councils welcome the focus on local solutions in Government’s Alcohol Strategy 
proposals  
 
5. The LGA has responded to the Government’s Alcohol Strategy proposals by welcoming 

the statement that action to tackle problem drinking should be "taken locally, by those 
who know the area." The LGA response emphasised the role of councillors to both 
protect residents and support economic growth and many proposals in the consultation 
will enhance this ability, particularly the proposed health related objective for licensing.  
 

6. However, the LGA response also raised over-arching concern that the measures 
included in this consultation only tackle the symptoms of excessive drinking and not the 
root cause. The LGA response called for a more ambitious programme of education and 
responsibility, which can sit alongside measures such as a minimum unit price, to 
genuinely address the underlying problem of excessive drinking. The full LGA response 
can be found at http://www.local.gov.uk/web/guest/regulatory-services-and-licensing/-
/journal_content/56/10171/3869347/ARTICLE-TEMPLATE   

http://www.local.gov.uk/web/guest/community-safety/-/journal_content/56/10171/3875909/ARTICLE-TEMPLATE
http://www.local.gov.uk/web/guest/community-safety/-/journal_content/56/10171/3875909/ARTICLE-TEMPLATE
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7. Following the publication of the LGA’s formal response, a number of council leaders 

have written to Councillor Sir Merrick Cockell, Councillor Khan and Councillor Rogers to 
seek LGA support for a minimum unit price at 50p per unit. The LGA has responded to 
these letters to emphasise that a minimum unit price is only one of a number of tools 
available to tackle excessive alcohol consumption and expressing the view that it would 
be beneficial to have more evidence about the impact of minimum, clarification about 
legality under EU law, and more engagement about how a minimum unit price will be 
enforced and resourced. 

 
8. The LGA continues to work with the Home Office to progress these issues and ensure 

that, if this proposal is taken forward, it forms part of a wider package of measures. 
 
Street Trading Proposals could lead to street ‘free for all’ 
 
9. The LGA has responded to the BIS consultation on the regulation of street traders and 

pedlars by expressing concern that the relaxation of regulation would leave councils 
without the tools to tackle the concerns of their communities and could result in a rise in 
door to door sellers who put the elderly and vulnerable at risk. To assist members, the 
LGA has produced a briefing on this issue and a template letter to lobby their local MP 
and inform residents of the work that councils do to manage their streets. 

 
Draft Communications Bill 
 
10. The Draft Communications Data Bill outlines government proposals for safeguards 

around the use of communications data by public bodies. Communications data in this 
context means billing data from telephone and website use; it does not include the 
content of any phone call or email. The current government position is that councils 
should not retain access to communications data under this approach. 
 

11. The LGA has continued to represent the need for councils to retain access to 
communications data by submitting a further business case on behalf of councils and 
FRAs to the Home Office, including a set of case studies that demonstrate the very real 
protection these powers provide to the public. A template letter for councils to send to 
their local MP outlining the impact of losing powers is also available on the LGA website. 
Councillor Joanna Spicer has attended meetings with both James Brokenshire MP, 
Parliamentary Under Secretary for Security, and Lord Taylor, Parliamentary Under 
Secretary for Criminal Information, on this matter. 

 
Events 
 
Annual LGA licensing conference 
 
12. The LGA licensing conference took place on 5 February with Councillor Spicer in the 

Chair and Councillor Canver providing the keynote speech. Other speakers included Tim 
Passmore, Police and Crime Commissioner for Suffolk; Councillor Doreen Huddart, of 
the LGA Wellbeing Board and Newcastle Council; and Councillor Mike Haines, of the 
LGA Economy and Transport Board and Tandridge District Council. 
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13. The conference was attended by 90 delegates and was sold out for the second year 
running; raising in the region of £16 000. The feedback survey has not yet closed, but 
early results show high satisfaction levels. It is anticipated that we will follow the success 
of this event with a number of small roadshows during Autumn 2013 aimed at members 
of Licensing Committees. 

 
Regulatory Services Year Ahead 
 
14. Councillor Paul Bettison, LGA Regulatory Champion, presented at the annual 

‘Regulatory Services Year Ahead’ event on 8 February. Councillor Bettison’s contribution 
focused on the need to place regulation at the heart of the local growth agenda, both to 
ensure councils can maximise the support available for responsible businesses and to 
effectively focus resources at those businesses that undermine confidence in industry 
and target the most vulnerable in our communities by deliberately breaking the law. 
Helen Murray, LGA Head of Programmes, had presented earlier in the agenda on the 
growing links between consumer behaviour and regulation. Both contributions were well 
received by delegates. 

 


